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no doubt, that Hennepin's latitude, and description, of the 
mouth of the Mississippi, are more correct than that of the 
work ascribed to Tonti ; nor is the authenticity of that work 
upheld by us. We referred to his supposed map, inciden- 
tally, in speaking of our reasons for rejecting Charlevoix's 
general denunciation of his Journal. We do not suppose 
that Hennepin got his latitude from Tonti, for it agrees nei- 
ther with his text nor the map mentioned by Mitchell. 



9. — Letters to the Honorable James T. Morehead, on Tran- 
sylvania University, and the Necessity of a System of 
Education in Kentucky. By William Pitt. Smith- 
land, Kentucky : Charles A. Fuller. 1837. 8vo. 
pp. 28. 

These very sensible and spirited letters we have understood 
to be from the pen of a gentleman, who, having a few years 
ago won a high reputation for talent and accomplishments 
at our Massachusetts University, has since been laboring, 
with an admirable zeal, to excite the people of his native 
State to efforts for the establishment of a system of educa- 
tion, corresponding to their wants and means, and to the 
important place which Kentucky holds in the Union. The 
best testimony to the wisdom and energy of his exertions, 
made as well through this little publication as in other ways, 
is the fact, that, in consequence of them, (in addition, it i3 
likely, to other endeavours to the same end, with which 
we are less acquainted,) an unusual attention has been 
awakened, in that community, to the subject of education 
in all its departments, and arrangements of the most liberal 
description have been made for its advancement. A literary 
fund, amounting, if we are correctly informed, to a million 
of dollars, has been established by the legislature, and a Su- 
perintendent and Board of Education have been appointed, 
under whose administration it is believed that a system of 
common schools will soon be in successful operation through- 
out the State. Meanwhile, energetic steps have been taken 
to raise the University at Lexington to a condition of greater 
usefulness, with a view, as well to the supply of competent 
teachers for the schools, as to the other objects of semina- 
ries of instruction of the highest class. Among other means, 
to this end, more than seventy individuals have subscribed 
to its funds five hundred dollars each, to be paid in annual 
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instalments of one hundred dollars. One of the conditions 
of this endowment being, that the State of Kentucky, or the 
city of Lexington, should contribute an equal amount to that 
furnished by private bounty, the State legislature, being not 
yet prepared to make the appropriation, transferred part of 
its authority over the University to the city of Lexington, 
which, thereupon, with a noble liberality, endowed it with the 
sum of seventy thousand dollars ; appropriating, from this 
amount, forty-five thousand dollars to the building of a 
Medical College and the provision of a Medical library and 
apparatus, and five thousand dollars to the increase of the 
library of the Law school. The Medical and Law depart- 
ments of the University have, for many years, been in high 
repute. The former numbers, this year, about two hundred 
and forty students ; the latter about sixty. To revive the 
Academical department, which has been less prosperous, the 
pecuniary means are mainly as follows ; 

Real estate, including the College buildings, and 

land adjoining $100 000 

Morrison fund, for the support of a professor of 

Mathematics 20000 

Appropriation by the city of Lexington . 20 - 000 

Avails of the recent subscriptions by individuals, 

more than 35 000 



Making an amount exceeding $175,000 
In possession of this property, in addition to the receipts 
from students, the prospects of the Academical department 
wear a very encouraging appearance ; and we confidently 
expect, as well as earnestly desire, to see the hopes enter- 
tained by those truly intelligent and meritorious citizens, 
who, by pecuniary aid, and still more by personal exertion, 
have taken part in this movement, amply fulfilled by the 
event. Kentucky has few sons, to whom she is under 
weightier obligations, than to them. 

Besides the University at Lexington, there is a College, 
under Catholic management, at Bardstown ; the Presbyteri- 
ans have one at Danville ; the Methodists, at Augusta ; the 
Baptists, at Georgetown ; and the Cumberland Presbyterians, 
at Princeton, in the Southern or Green River section of 
the State. There is also a College at Shelby ville, — we do 
not know under what administration. 



